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APS Waverley Group Events Other Events

MAY   Saturday 22  nd     2:00pm  
Garden Visit to George Pentland Botanic Gardens
Meet at gardens, Cnr Williams and Foot Sts, Frankston

Situated alongside the Frankston General Hospital are the 
George Pentland Botanic Gardens.  These Gardens were 
named after George Pentland, who was Town  Clerk and gave 
services to Frankston Council for thirty-six years; the naming 
of the Gardens in his honour was seen as fitting recognition of 
his time in Council.    
Until 1975, the site was a golf course, then the Gardens came 
into being.  They are comprised of a wide range of native plant
species spread over a couple of acres of gently undulating 
land.  The focus is on  plants from south-eastern Australia and 
plant communities from the Mornington Peninsula.  Some of 
the trees are natural to the area, remnants from much earlier 
times.
I visited these Gardens recently and was impressed with the 
layout;  it is not enclosed bushland, rather a thoughtfully open 
planned garden and all trees are labelled.  It will make an 
interesting change for our Group to visit in May.  

Virginia Barnett
NO MEETING IN WADHAM HOUSE

JUNE   Thursday 17  th   commencing 8:00pm  
Graham Oliver – “Warrnambool Gardens”
Meeting in Wadham House!!

MAY   1  st   10 am - 3.30 pm  
APS Mornington Peninsula Plant Sale 
Seawinds Gardens, 
Arthurs Seat Park, 
Purves Road, Arthurs Seat.

MAY   8  th   9 am – 1 pm  
APS Melton and Bacchus Plant Sale 
Venue TBA.

MAY   8  th   & 9  th    10 am – 4 pm  
Cranbourne Growing Friends Plant Sale
RBG Cranbourne

JUNE   26  th   & 27  th   10 am – 4 pm  
APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show
Flower show, plant sales etc. 
Robert Clark Centre, 
Ballarat Botanic Gardens, 
Gilles Street, Ballarat.

SEPTEMBER     4  th  
APS Wilson Park (Berwick) Plant Sale
Wilson Botanic Gardens, Berwick. 

SEPTEMBER   11th & 12th  10 am – 4 pm  
APS Yarra Yarra Australian Plants Expo
Eltham Community & Reception Centre, Eltham.

ALL EVENTS HELD ONLY IF PERMITTED
BY HEALTH REGULATIONS.

PLEASE CONFIRM WITH EVENT
ORGANISER THAT EVENT DETAILS

HAVE NOT CHANGED. 

STORIES & PHOTOS OF NATIVE PLANTS ARE
URGENTLY NEEDED; CAN YOU HELP?

Please email them to   graham.oliver.au@gmail.com

Arthropodium
strictum

https://sites.google.com/view/apswaverley
mailto:graham.oliver.au@gmail.com


  CHARLES FRASER – our first colonial botanist
Charles Fraser was born in Blair Atholl, Scotland in 1788.  He enlisted as a soldier in the 56th 
Regiment and served in the East Indies before arriving in Sydney in 1816.  There his skills as a 
horticulturalist were recognised and when the Botanic Garden was formally dedicated in June 
1816 he was appointed superintendent.  Three years later his role had expanded and Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie now referred to him as the Colonial Botanist.

From 1817, Fraser travelled extensively as a field collector.  

He was a member of three of John Oxley's exploring expeditions: 

• 1817 expedition to the Lachlan River and Bathurst
• 1818 expedition to north-eastern New South Wales.  

On this expedition alone he added nearly 700 new plant specimens to the “Catalogue of 
Australian plants”

• 1819 expedition to the Port Macquarie and Hastings River areas

In 1820 he visited Tasmania

In 1826 he visited Tasmania, New Zealand and Norfolk Island.  

In 1827 he accompanied Captain James Stirling on HMS Success on
an expedition to explore the Swan River on the west coast of
Australia, and assess its suitability as a site for a new British

settlement. 

In 1828 he accompanied Allan Cunningham on an expedition that connected the Moreton Bay
settlement with the Darling Downs, via Cunninghams Gap.  Later that year he was sent by the
Governor to collect plants and establish a public garden at Brisbane. 

Fraser died in 1831.  He had collected and catalogued hundreds of Australian plants, and more
than thirty plant species had been named in honour of him.

His reports on the Swan and the Brisbane Rivers were published in Hooker's Botanical
Miscellany 1830, and in the Australian Almanack for 1831 appeared his “Memoranda of
Australian Fruits and Vegetables”.  He was awarded a gold medal by the Agricultural and
Horticultural Society for his experiments with the distillation of eucalyptus oil and the growing of
cotton.

 MARCH MEETING – Mirini Lang / Marlee Petrie
What a relief to be meeting again on familiar ground at Wadham House after a COVID-19 enforced break of more than a 
year!!

“The Pilbara” – Mike and Cathy Beamish
Our keynote speakers were Mike and Cathy Beamish
telling about their extended trip in a motor home
through the Pilbara region of Western Australia.  

When one thinks of this region iron ore immediately
springs to mind, but it is equally famous for its
National Parks, their beauty and large variety of wild
flowers.  Here is a summary of the places Mike and 
Cathy visited and notes about a selection of the wild
flowers they saw.



Bea Bea Creek Rest Area

Bea Bea Creek Rest Area is a roadside stop of the Great Northern Highway about 200km south of Port Headland.

Hakea lorea Stemodia grossa – Marsh Stemodia Eremophila longifolia - Berrigan

A multi-stemmed, small tree or shrub, 
to 9 m high.  Thick, corky, deep 
fissured, grey bark.  Green-cream-
white-yellow-orange flowers dripping 
with nectar between May and October.

An erect or spreading, viscid, strongly 
aromatic perennial, herb, 0.15-1m high. 
Blue, flowers from June to October. 
Grows in creek beds and similar wet, 
sandy / clay environments.

A shrub or small tree growing to 1 to 
8m high with weeping branches, long, 
narrow leaves and brick-red or pink 
flowers.  It forms suckers and dense 
stands of clones of the shrub are 
common.  Branches often have a 
covering of fine, yellow to reddish 
brown hairs.  The flowers occur in 
Western Australia between March and 
November. 

Karajini National Park

Ptilotus calostachyus
Weeping Mulla Mulla

Senna glutinosa ssp. pruinosa Keraudrenia velutina

An erect or spreading perennial, herb or 
shrub, 0.2-2 m high. Pink-white flowers 
from March to October.

Erect slender shrub 0.6-2.4 m high with 
a dusty looking coating on top.  Yellow 
flowers from April to September.

Accepted name is now Seringia velutina.
A shrub 0.5-2 m high. Flowers pink-
blue-purple, from March to December 

Onslow

Trichodesma zeylanicum
Camel Bush

Wurmbea odorata
Pink Nancy

Scaevola spinescens
Currant Bush

Usually flowers and fruits as a herb 
about 30-40 cm tall but occasionally 
grows into a shrub up to about 2 m tall.  
Flowers are blue-white and occur March
to December.

Perennial herb, 0.1-0.24 m high.  
Flowers  white, from June to September.

A rigid spiny shrub, 0.2-2 m high. 
Flowers white-cream/yellow January to 
December.

Thanks very much to Mike and Cathy.



  DID YOU KNOW?
Recently I attended an APS Quarterly Gathering at Warrnambool.  As usual we visited several gardens over the weekend, 
including the Blood / Dawson garden near Tower Hill, where I learnt an intriguing fact ….

Look at these two photos of specimens of Hakea “Burrendong Beauty” growing in the garden.

The one on the left is an upright shrub and the one on the right is a spreading prostrate plant.  Both were grown from cuttings 
taken from THE SAME PARENT PLANT, so why are the children plants so different?  It is due to the cuttings used to 
propagate the plants being taken from different parts of the parent plant.  The cutting for the upright shrub was taken from a 
branch growing vertically high up in the parent plant, while the cutting for the spreading prostrate plant was taken low down 
in the parent from a branch growing horizontally close to the ground.  The growers of the plants claim that this method of 
using cuttings taken from different parts of a plant to produce different plant formats can be applied to most shrubs.  
Happy Propagating!

Hakea “Burrendong Beauty” was discovered in a NSW nursery in the 1980’s.  It was found to be a hybrid with H. 
myrtoides and H. petiolaris as parents.  It is a spectacular plant that is best suited to areas of low summer humidity  Requires 
well drained soil in an open, sunny position.  Tolerant of moderate frosts. 

Graham Oliver



  PLANTS FLOWERING IN MAY Z
Recently I visited Maranoa Gardens in Canterbury .  There were very few plants in flower, some of which such as 
Plectranthus argentatus have been written up recently. Here are a few that caught my eye.

Alyogyne “Blue Healer” Templetonia retusa Crowea exalata “Edna Walling”

Banksia Integrifolia Dwarf Green Cape

Hibbertia scandens

Banksia ornata

Alyogyne “Blue Healer”
“Blue Heeler” is a ground cover form of the Western Australian native hibiscus Alyogyne huegelii.  It grows to about 30cm tall 
and spreads up to a metre, making it perfect for smaller gardens and pots.

The foliage is interestingly textured and the plant bears striking hibiscus-like purple to mauve flowers over a long period from 
spring to autumn. While the blooms are short lived the plant re-blooms regularly.   

Frost tolerant, grows well in coastal areas, and is drought tolerant.  Requires well drained soil.  Grows in full sun to light shade.
Prune lightly to maintain its require shape.

Templetonia retusa
T. retusa is a shrub 1 to 2 metres high, often with an upright habit of growth. 

The flowers are quite large and are usually a deep red colour but white and yellow flowered forms are known.  They are seen 
in winter to spring over a fairly long period. 

Templetonia retusa requires well-drained soils in sun or semi-shade.  Tolerates at least moderate frost.

Propagation is from seed following pre-treatment to break the physical dormancy provided by the impervious seed coat. Pre-
treatment can be carried out by abrasion or by the use of boiling water.  Cuttings are also successful using firm, current 
season's growth.

Crowea exalata “Edna Walling”
A small, low arching shrub, 40cm high x 1m wide.  It is used as a mounding ground cover in beds, cascading over banks or 
walls, or as a pot plant for balconies, courtyards and patios.  Best grown in part shade.  Prefers cool moist conditions.



Valued for the quality and quantity of its flowers, one of its brightest displays comes when most welcome, during autumn and 
winter.  It is frost hardy. 

Propagation by cuttings is easy using tip growth at a half-ripe stage.

Banksia integrifolia Dwarf Green Cape
B. integrifolia is a highly variable species. It is most often encountered as a tree up to 25 metres in height, but on exposed 
coastal headlands, it may be reduced to a small shrub up to 2 metres in height.  Natural hybrids have been reported between B. 
integrifolia and B. paludosa in exposed positions from Jervis Bay and Green Cape on the coast of southern New South Wales.  
It is most likely the specimen pictured is one of these hybrids.

Hardy and versatile, B. integrifolia will grow in clay, sand, acid and even alkaline soils.  It shows good resistance to wind and 
salt, making it suitable for seaside planting and as a low-maintenance garden tree.  The low habit of growth of the dwarf forms 
makes them popular for growing in suburban gardens.

The large cone shaped flowers from autumn to spring are attractive and make unique long lasting cut flowers.

Propagation is from seed or cuttings.  Seed is the simplest and cheapest way of producing new plants, however, it has the 
disadvantage of not always producing plants with identical characteristics of the parent plant. 

Hibbertia scandens
H. scandens is a fairly vigorous climber or scrambler, growing to 2 to 5 metres long.  It has large golden yellow flowers, 5-7cm
across, throughout the year but  most commonly seen in late Spring and Summer. 

This plant is very commonly seen in cultivation and will tolerate a wide range of climates, including exposure to salt-laden 
winds (this reflects where it is found in the wild; everywhere from sheltered mountain gullies to exposed sand dunes). It 
flowers best in full sun but will also grow successfully in semi-shaded areas. It prefers soils with reasonable drainage (like 
most other guinea flowers) and will tolerate at least moderate frost. The species makes an excellent screening plant on walls or 
fences, or growing as a scrambler among more established plants. However, it can easily smother smaller plants.

Hibbertias, generally, are easy to grow from cuttings and H.scandens is no exception.

Banksia ornata
B. ornata is usually a rounded shrub up to 3 metres high.  The cylindrical flower spikes 50-140 mm long by 60-120 mm wide 
are yellow or greenish yellow in bud, ageing to bronze and, like all Banksias, are attractive to honey-eating birds. Flowering 
occurs in winter and spring.

Requires sandy, well drained soils in full sun or partial shade. It is is moderately frost hardy.

Propagation from seed is reliable without pre-treatment and cuttings also succeed but may be slow to strike and success rate 
may be well below 100%.

 COMMITTEE
Leader Jenny Kelso 9889-1195
Secretary Virginia Barnett 9803-4502
Treasurer Gavin Cole 0418 543 956
Newsletter Graham Oliver 0418 359 067
Librarian Geoff Schroder 9882-5213

Heather Maplesden 9803-5142
Sandra Wearne 0413 667 368

 SUPPER ROSTER
June 17th Anna Kane & Mirini Lang

Please swap if unable to attend
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